One new genus and four new species of eriophyoid mites from Britain are described and illustrated: Novophytoptus aculeatus n. sp. Key words: Phytoptidae, Eriophyidae, Diptilomiopidae, gall mites, taxonomy, plant pest
Introduction
Eriophyoid mites (Acari: Eriophyoidea) are amongst the most economically important groups of phytophagous mites. As well as containing many economically damaging pest species, this group also has high potential for producing biocontrol agents of plant weeds due to their high host specificity (Skoracka et al. 2010; Smith et al. 2010) . Furthermore, eriophyoid mites also have a great potential to become adventive species, mainly due to their size and difficulty of detection (Navia et al. 2010) . It is important, therefore, to provide accurate national records to provide essential baseline data from which faunistic changes due to factors such as international trade and climate change can be monitored and accurately assessed (de Lillo & Skoracka 2010) .
This current study presents 25 recent findings of new eriophyoid mites in Britain: one new genus and four new species are described and illustrated; 19 species are recorded or confirmed in Britain for the first time; and two incursions are recorded from a commercial plant nursery site and a botanical garden. Collection details and, where relevant, distribution records are given for each species, and digital micrographs are provided for each new taxon. The practice of publishing records solely identified from gall morphology and host association is also discussed.
